GEORGE THE THIRD
would not only jeopardize their political futures but also bring
them into conflict with that powerful ' backstairs' influence
cunningly controlled by the Dowager-Princess. Even Lord
Waldegrave, who was finally selected for the post, confessed to
a friend:
If I dared I would make this excuse to the King—" I am too young
to govern, and too old to be governed."
The new Governor, then in his thirty-seventh year, was every-
where accepted as an amiable man of the world, who was a
good judge of wine and women and a gracious host. Years
afterwards Prince George remarked that Waldegrave 'was a
depraved and worthless man.'
Hayter's place was taken by Dr John Thomas, then Bishop of
Peterborough but later to be translated first to Salisbury and
then to Winchester. He was a most estimable man—scholarly,
mild-mannered and fond of children; and his only defect appears
to have been the suspicion that he was' too Tory/
The Whigs were certainly put out by these appointments.
Waldegrave, although he had long been in the service of
George II and was a good Protestant in the sense that he accepted
the Hanoverian Succession and listened to the dronings of
Latitudinarian divines, came from Papist stock. Good Whigs
shook their heads, and said that it was a dangerous business
to put such a man over a household which was permeated with
Jacobitism. But the King's mind was made up: he was deter-
mined to make an end of these classroom squabbles; and in his
view—and in the view of his Ministers—Waldegrave was the
right man in the right place.
Waldegrave soon took accurate measure of the situation in
his new ' province.' The Prince was backward at his lessons;
and was altogether a namby-pamby, completely dominated by
his mother. The new Governor noted:
I found His Royal Highness uncommonly full of princely pre-
judices contracted in the Nursery, and improved by Bedchamber
Women and Pages of the Backstairs.
Not that Waldegrave was unappreciative of the godly way in
which the young Prince had been nurtured by his adoring
mother; but as a man of the world, intimately acquainted with
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